
Edwardson, flowing through Rochester 
injectors. It's a completely user-config­
ured fuel enrichment kit mapped out by 
Manghelli and calibrated by friends Rick 
Yacoucci and Keith Pedersen (Keith also 
serves as the truck's backup pilot on the 
Flats). Other additions to the engine bay 
include doubled Techtonics valve springs 
to shore up an aggressive N euspeed cam, 
a Techtonics header and cuStom 3-in. 
exhaust bent by Banks Engineering, a 
modified distributor machined by Gary 
Boyer from a Ford V8, and a full MSD 
ignition. 

The result of the comprehensive 
engine mods is 169 hp at a high-flying 
7800 rpm, and 122 lb~ft of torque at 
around 6500. The Manghellis' final 
challenge was putting this power effec­
tively to the ground in the fwd pickup. 
Most importantly, Mike said, they need­
ed to find a tire to fit the truck's 13-in. 
wheels that carried a speed rating suit­
able for the velocities they intended to 
reach. Bridgestone Potenza RE92s were 
selected tb fill this duty. . 

On the opposite side of the truck's 
PPG Techno Blue and Sunflower 
Yellow painted panels, an array of safety 
equipment has been installed to protect 
the driver during his or her high-speed 
run: an Autopower rollcage, JAZ alu­
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minum race seat and DJ harnesses. The 
driver also benefits from Fresh Air 
Systems Technologies (FAST) safety 
equipment-helmet, fan blower and 
cool shirt-which provide both protec­
tion and a modicum of comfort while 
driving in the sealed and often stifling 
pickup cab. 

With two spe'ed records already 
tucked away, the Manghellis' next ch<ll­
lenge, according to Mike, is assaulting 
the upper echelon of the 1OO-mph range 
and upping the ante in the modified 
class. To do this, he said,. they'll convert 

the powerplant yet again, this time with 
to a de-stroked and turbocharged 16­
valve engine. After that, who knows? 
The only thing left to do will be to sink 
a jet turbine into the little pickup chas­
sis. Regardles's of whether or not it 
would still qualify in the Modified Mini 
class, we think it'd make for one hell of a 
ride. ~ 
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